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ravis Guthrie had a pretty 
cool job in the Navy. A 
nuclear machinist mate, 

he ran and maintained the nuclear 
reactor on Nimitz-class aircraft 
carriers. That’s not something most 
Americans do in their early 20s.

Now 35, Guthrie today supervis-
es a crew of technicians that helps 
build rockets for SpaceX, a company 
headquartered in Hawthorne, Calif. 

design, build and launch rockets to 
supply the International Space  
Station for NASA. Pretty cool job.

Guthrie isn’t the veteran you 
usually see on TV. American enter-
tainment and news media tends 
to focus on combat Marines that 
kicked in doors in Fallujah, or spent 
time outside the wire on combat 
patrols. Guthrie is more the rule 
than the exception. The overwhelm-
ing majority of veterans are NOT  
coping with PTSD, homelessness  
or unemployment. 

 There are many more vets like 
Guthrie who have great jobs, and 
it’s in large part thanks to their 
military service. He enlisted in the 
Navy and got two years of some 
of the best training in the world 
before taking on immense respon-
sibility at a very young age – the 
kind of responsibility in which the 
people you serve with trust you 
with their lives.

Guthrie transferred the world-
class training, responsibility, lead-
ership, discipline and mission-focus 
he learned in the military into an 
exciting,  rewarding civilian career. 
And guess what? Guthrie repre-
sents the vast majority of veterans.

T

Travis Guthrie
Supervisor, Vehicle Production, Circumferential 
Friction Stir Weld and Paint
SpaceX 
Age: 35
Military Service: 
Petty Officer First Class (E-6), 
Navy (2001-2009)
Rating: MM1 (SW) Nuclear Machinist Mate 
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